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INTERNATIONAL, NATIONAL AND MAHARASHTRA 
 
Republic of Ireland had declared a climate and biodiversity emergency: 

 The British government has set a 2050 target date to reach net zero emissions, which it says 
can be achieved without causing substantial economic damage and at a relatively low cost. 

 Republic of Ireland  on May 9, 2019  has become only the second country in world to declare 
a climate emergency. 

 The Irish Parliament accepted an amendment to a parliamentary report declaring the 
emergency without a vote. 

 Earlier on 1 May 2019, Britain’s parliament became the first in world to declare a climate 
emergency. 

What is a climate emergency?: 

 There is no single definition of what that means but many local areas say they want to be 
carbon-neutral by 2030. 

 Some councils have promised to introduce electric car hubs or build sustainable homes to 
try to achieve that goal. 

 It's a much more ambitious target than the UK government's, which is to reduce carbon 
emissions by 80% (compared to 1990 levels) by 2050. 
 

Why declared an emergency?: 
 The United Nations says we could have just 11 years left to limit a climate change 

catastrophe. It’s not just about reducing carbon emissions on a local scale, but also raising 
awareness about climate change and trying to convince MPs so that changes can be made. 

 The national government needs to declare an emergency and put resources in place to 
enable councils to help reduce carbon emissions. It’s the first step to radical action. 

 

Salient features : 
 The climate emergency declaration was passed by both the government and opposition 

parties of Ireland unanimously. Both agreed to an amendment to ‘Oireachtas report on 
Climate Action’ (a parliamentary report on climate action). The ammendement was accepted 
without a vote. 

 Targets: to be undertaken includes- becoming carbon-neutral by 2030, introduce electric car 
hubs or build sustainable homes to try to achieve that goal. 

 The Oireachtas Climate Action report that started the Irish declaration came from a Citizens’ 
Assembly report. The Citizens’ Assembly will next be considering the issue of a biodiversity 
emergency. 

 The Citizens’ Assembly: It is the Ireland’s citizens’ assembly which was established in 2016 
for considering several political questions like referendums, abortion, population ageing, 
fixed term parliaments, and climate change etc. The report produced by it to be considered 
by the Oireachtas (Ireland’s Legislature). 
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Plastic Waste included in Basel Convention 
 Around 180 member countries, except the United States, amended the 1989 Basel 

Convention to include plastic waste, a decision that aims to protect environment and human 

health from the damaging effects of harmful chemicals and waste. 

 The decision was taken during the 14th Meeting of the Conference of Parties to the Basel, 

Rotterdam & Stockholm Conventions under the United Nations Environment Program 

(UNEP) in Geneva, Switzerland. Around 1,400 representatives deliberated on this pressing 

environmental issue for 12 days before reaching to the conclusion.  

 The meeting was held under the theme of “Clean Planet, Healthy People: Sound 

Management of Chemicals and Waste”. 

Impact of inclusion of Plastic Waste : 

 With this move, the global trade of plastic waste will become more transparent and will be 

better regulated. 

  It will ensure that the management of plastic waste becomes safer for environment and 

human health altogether. 

 Agreement: Except the United States, about 180 governments, agreed to the deal which 

essentially updates (or amended) the 1989 Basel Convention on the Control Of Hazardous 

Wastes, to include plastic waste in a legally-binding framework, in a move to quickly reduce 

amount of plastic being washed into world’s ocean. 

 Legally Binding: The framework for reducing plastic waste signed is legally binding which 

means that countries will have to monitor and track thousands  of types of plastic waste 

outside their borders. 

 Other Key Decisions taken: The recent Geneva meeting also undertook to eliminate two 

toxic chemical groups namely Dicofol (organochlorine pesticide) and Perfluorooctanoic Acid 

(or PFOA, also known as C8, is a man-made chemical), and other related compounds. PFOA 

has wide variety of industrial and domestic applications like non-stick cookware and food 

processing equipment, and also as paints, carpets and paper. 

 

 

What is Basel Convention? 

 Adopted on March 22, 1989 by the Conference of Plenipotentiaries in Basel, Switzerland, the 

“Basel Convention on the Control of Trans-boundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and 

their Disposal”, generally known as the Basel Convention, came into force in 1992. 

  It is an international treaty that aims to reduce the movement of hazardous waste between 

the countries. 

 It particularly focuses on preventing transfer of hazardous waste from developed to less 

developed countries. 

  The Convention came as a response to a public outcry in the 1980s after Africa and other 

developing countries discovered deposits of toxic wastes. 
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 It provides for cooperation between parties, including exchange of information on issues 

relevant to the implementation of the Convention. 

 

Asian Development Bank to provide huge loan to India for railway track 
electrification project 

 The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has signed an agreement to electrify railway tracks in 
India under Railways Track Electrification Project. 

  As per agreement ADB will provide $750 million (equivalent in Indian Rupee) long-term 
financing to Indian Railway Finance Corporation (IRFC). 

 The Multilateral funding agency Asian Development Bank  has signed an agreement to 
provide $750 million to fund the railway track electrification project.  

 It is the largest single non-sovereign loan ever committed by ADB to Indian Railway Finance 
Corporation (IRFC)to fund Railways Track Electrification Project. 
 

About Project: 
 It was launched as part of Railways broad modernization program which will help India’s 

railway sector to shift from dependence on fossil fuels towards electric power. 

 The electrification assets will be leased to Indian Railways under a long-term lease 
agreement. 

 IRFC will use loaned amount to install electric traction equipment along 3,378 km of existing 
railway lines, so as to enable migration of passenger and freight traffic from diesel to electric 
traction. 

 Significance: This is a flagship project to demonstrate ADB’s strategy of supporting the key 
stateowned enterprises in strategic sectors and also reflects a major push by ADB’s private 
sector operations into transport infrastructure, and particularly railways. 
 

About Indian Railway Finance Corporation (IRFC) 
 It is financing arm of Indian Railways that was set up in 1986. 

 It works toward mobilizing funds from domestic and international capital markets. 

 It is complete government owned entity and is registered as Non-Banking Finance Company 
(NBFC). 
 

 
GREEN NUMBER PLATES BECOMES MANDATORY ON ALL ELECTRIC VEHICLES 
IN INDIA: 

 Last year,  the Indian government had announced green number plates for all electric 
vehicles wherein the private electric vehicles will get white lettering on a green background 
and commercial EVs will yellow lettering.  

 And now the Central Government has asked the state road transport departments to make 
green number plates mandatory on all types of electric vehicles irrespective of them being 
brand new or used. 

 The government says this will help distinguish green vehicles to provide easy identification 
for preferential treatment in parking, free entry in congested zones besides other proposed 
benefits like concessional toll.  

 Adding to this development, minister for road transport and highways, Nitin Gadkari has 
mentioned that the exemption from permits will be a game changer as the restricted permit 
regime is a major concern.  
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 E-rickshaw growth is attributable to the permit exemption and there is scope to extend the 
exemption to the e-buses, e-taxis, e-autos and e-bikes. E-auto and e-buses may have a big 
impact since getting a new permit is extremely difficult. 

 The government has shown strong enthusiasm in popularizing electric vehicles in the 
country.  

  These new steps are a continuation of that. While it is encouraging to see this, the 
challenging aspect will be the implementation of these policy changes given the 
infrastructural and bureaucratic limitations. 

 
 

India’s fastest train ‘Vande Bharat Express’ completed 1 lakh kilometres 
without missing a single trip 

 It was flagged off by the PM UNDER ‘Make in India’initative  on 25th feb 2019 from Delhi to 

Varanasi. 

 The Vande Bharat Express, which began its first commercial run from feruary 17, will soon 

start replacing the Shatabdi Express trains 

 The indigenously-built Vande Bharat Express has completed one lakh running kilometres 

without missing a single trip, officials said on Thursday. 

 A senior Railway Ministry official told IANS: "The Vande Bharat Express, which was flagged 

off by Prime Minister Narendra Modi from New Delhi to Varanasi on February 15, clocked 

one lakh running kilometres on Wednesday without missing a single trip in the last three 

months." 

 The train had on its first day on February 15 suffered a breakdown near Kanpur during its 

return journey from Varanasi. 

 The Vande Bharat Express, which began its first commercial run from February 17, will soon 

start replacing Shatabdi Express trains. 

 The high-speed train has been manufactured by the Integral Coach Factory in Chennai. 

 The gleaming blue-nosed train comes fitted with the best amenities including high-speed on-

board WiFi, GPS-based passenger information system, touch-free bio-vacuum toilets, LED 

lighting, mobile charging points and a climate control system that automatically adjusts the 

temperature. 

 The 16-coach train has two executive compartments with 52 seats each and trailer coaches 

with 78 seats each. The executive class coaches have rotating seats to match the direction of 

the train. 

 

Konkan Railways signs agreement with Nepal 

 Konkan Railways Corporation  Ltd (KRCL) on Friday signed an agreement with Nepal’s 
Department of Railways   under which the former will supply two 1600  HP DEMU train sets. 

 The agreement was signed in Kathmandu in the presence of Indian Ambassador to Nepal, 
Manjeev Singh Puri,  and Nepalese Ministry of Physical Infrastruture and Transport 
Secretary, Madhusudan Adhikari. 

https://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=konkan+railways+corporation
https://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=nepals+department+of+railways
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  The said trains will run on the 34 km long stretch between Jayanagar in India and Kurtha 
in Nepal. 

 Manufactured by the Integrated Coach Factory located in Chennai, each train will consist of 
three coaches, including an air-conditioned coach. 

 These trains that will be manufactured by Integrated Coach Factory in chennai,Tamil Nadu 
will comprise of three trailer cars with one air conditioned, one driving power car and one 
driving trailer car with standard accessories. 

 The Jayanagar-Kurtha Railway Link has been built by IRCON with a financial grant from 
the Government of India (GoI) under the India-Nepal Development Partnership program. 

 KRCL is a Public Sector Undertaking (PSU) of GoI, under the Ministry of Railways. 

 
STATES 

 

ISHWAR CHANDRA VIDYASAGAR’S STATUE VANDALISED: 
 

 The giant statue of Ishwar Chandra was recently vandalized by some political goons in 
Kolkata. 
 

About Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar: 
 He was the 19th century intellectual. 

  He was perhaps the first Indian reformer to put forward the issues of women. 

 His Bengali primer, Borno Porichoy, remains, more than 125 years after his death in 1891, 
the introduction to the alphabet for nearly all Bengali children. 

  He was a polymath who reconstructed the modern Bengali alphabet and initiated 
pathbreaking reform in traditional upper caste Hindu society. 

 He studied Sanskrit grammar, literature, Vedanta philosophy, logic, astronomy, and Hindu 
law for more than 12 years at Sanskrit College in Calcutta, and received the title of 
Vidyasagar — Ocean of Learning — at the age of just 21. 

 Privately, he studied English literature and philosophy and was appointed principal of 
Sanskrit College on January 22, 1851. 
 

Reforms by Ishwar Chandra: 
 The focus of his social reform was women — and he spent his life’s energies trying to ensure 

an end to the practice of child marriage and initiate widow remarriage. He argued, on the 
basis of scriptures and old commentaries, in favour of the remarriage of widows in the same 
way as Roy did for the abolition of Sati. 

  He launched a powerful attack on the practice of marrying off girls aged 10 or even 
younger, pointing to social, ethical, and hygiene issues, and rejecting the validity of the 
Dharma Shastras that advocated it. He showed that there was no prohibition on widows 
remarrying in the entire body of ‘Smriti’ literature (the Sutras and the Shastras). 

  He campaigned against polygamy. On October 14, 1855, Vidyasagar presented a petition to 
the Government of India praying for early passing a law to remove all obstacles to the 
marriage of Hindu widows and to declare the issue of all such marriages to be legitimate. 

 On July 16, 1856, The Hindu Widows’ Remarriage Act, known as Act XV, was passed. 
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Bajirao, last captive white tiger at Mumbai’s national park, dies at 18 

 The last captive white tiger inside Sanjay Gandhi National Park (SGNP) died of age-related 
complications on Friday morning. The animal was 18 years old. 

 Park officials said the tiger, named Bajirao, was the eldest male in their enclosure and was 
unable to walk for the past 10 days. 

 Senior veterinarian Dr Shailesh Pethe, who works at SNGP, said the average lifespan of tigers 
is between 14 and 16. “Bajirao had been suffering for the past four years due to chronic 
ankylosis (a form of arthritis primarily causing inflammation and resulting in severe chronic 
pain).  

 His elbow joint had disappeared resulting in the formation of a single bone, which deterred 
him from walking,” he said. 

 SGNP, since its inception, has had only four white tigers in captivity. 

 
About White tigers: 

 They are not a separate sub-species of tiger. They are basically a pigmentation variant of the 
Bengal Tiger.  

 Their white colour is due to lack of red or yellow pheomelanin pigment, and presence of 
unique recessive genes. They are also called Bleached Tiger. 

 Characteristics: They have white to almost cream colored fur, pink nose, 
black/grey/chocolate colored stripes and blue (looks like green or amber). 

 Distribution in India: They were found in Madhya Pradesh, Assam, West Bengal, Bihar and in 
Sunderbans region. Now there are no white tigers in wild as their entire population in world 
lives in captivity. The last white tiger reported in wild was captured in Rewa forest in 
Madhya Pradesh. 
 

 

GSI Report: Arunachal Has Highest 35% of India’s Graphite Deposits 

 The Geological Survey of India (GSI) in its report revealed that about 35 % of India’s total 
Graphite reserves are found in Arunachal Pradesh.  

 This is the highest found in the country. GSI has been suggested to move the survey and 
drilling activities towards the India-China border considering that China is reportedly 
undertaking huge mining activities in Tibet. 

 

Background: 

 As per GSI’s 2013 report, Arunachal Pradesh sits on 43% of the country’s graphite resources 
followed by Jammu & Kashmir (37%), Jharkhand (6%), Tamil Nadu (5%), and Odisha (3%). 

  

Significance: 
 At present India imports majority of Graphite from other countries. With 35 % of India’s 

Graphite deposits being found in Arunachal Pradesh, the State could now be developed as 
leading producer of graphite in country thus helping in meeting its future needs. 
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About Graphite: 

 Graphite is a naturally-occurring form of crystalline carbon. It is a native element 
mineral found in metamorphic and igneous rocks. 

 It is extremely soft, cleaves with very light pressure, and has a very low specific gravity. 
 It is the only non-metal element that is a good conductor of electricity. 

 
 
 

POLITY 
 
ZERO PENDENCY COURT PROJECT 
 

 Delhi High Court has recently released a report that talks about the problem of increasing 
backlog and pendency of cases. Prompted by the urgent need to ensure timely justice, the 
Delhi High Court started a Pilot Project titled “Zero Pendency Courts” in certain subordinate 
courts in Delhi. The primary goal of the project was to study the flow of cases in the absence 
of backlog. 

 It is one of its kind project in India aimed to study the life cycles of cases to come up with 
optimal timelines for cases. 

 The conclusions from this project would help in identifying benchmarks for different types of 
cases time lines, number of judges, case flow management rules and a host of other relevant 
factors.  

 Further, the project would not only provide information on the judicial time required to 
dispose a case but also gather stage wise details in each case.  

 The various data analyses presented in the report have been done diligently keeping in view 
the different types of cases that judges handle and comparison between courts that handle 
similar types of cases have been carried out. 

 

Objectives of the Zero Pendency Courts Project: 
 

 To study the actual, real-time ‘Flow of Cases’ from the date of institution till final disposal. 

 To identify the variables responsible for delays in disposal of cases. 

 To assess realistic time lines needed for the final disposal of newly instituted cases relating 
to different jurisdictions. 

 To stipulate norms designating the acceptable or tolerable time schedules for disposal of 
different types of cases. 

 To assess the realistic time lines required for various stages of the ‘flow of cases’ in different 
jurisdictions. 

 To appreciate the institution patterns and mapping the nature of litigation in different 
jurisdictions in different District Courts. 

 

Salient features: 
 Delhi needs 43 more Judges above the current strength of 143 to clear all pending cases in 

one year. 

 As on March 2019, there were 5.5 lakh criminal cases and 1.8 lakh civil cases pending in 
subordinate courts in Delhi. The number of criminal cases in Delhi is far more than the 
number of civil cases. 
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 The highest amount of time per hearing on average was spent on the final arguments stage 
followed by the final order or judgement. 

 A considerable amount of time is taken on dictation, researching on case laws etc. before 
pronouncing the final judgement. Thus, a lot of time is spent on each of the hearings. 

 

 
Highlights of the report: 

 Need more judges: Delhi needs 43 more Judges above the current strength of 143 to clear 
all pending cases in one year. 

 More criminal cases: The number of criminal cases in Delhi is far more than the number of 
civil cases. As on March 2019, there were 5.5 lakh criminal cases and 1.8 lakh civil cases 
pending in subordinate courts in Delhi. 

  Most time spent: The highest amount of time per hearing on average was spent on the final 
arguments stage followed by the final order or judgement. A considerable amount of time is 
taken on dictation, researching on case laws etc. before pronouncing the final judgement. 
Thus, a lot of time is spent on each of the hearings. 
 

Reasons for delays: 
 The absence of witness. 

 Unnecessary Adjournments sought by the advocates or the parties at various stages in the 
case. 

  There is also a delay in the service of summons, especially outstation parties. 

 
 

COLLEGIUM SYSTEM 
 Supreme Court Collegium, led by Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi, recommended the 

names of two judges to the court and rejected the government’s disapproval of the 
elevation of two others. 
 

Background: 
 Collegium refused the government’s request to reconsider its April 12 recommendation to 

elevate Jharkhand High Court and Gauhati High Court Chief Justices Aniruddha Bose and A.S. 
Bopanna as Supreme Court judges. 

 The Collegium said their names were recommended after all parameters were considered. 
The Collegium said there was no reason to agree with the government as there was nothing 
adverse found in the two judges’ conduct, competence or integrity. 

  Now, the government is bound to appoint Justices Bose and Bopanna to the court. 
 

What is the Collegium System? 
 The Collegium System is a system under which appointments/elevation of judges/lawyers to 

Supreme Court and transfers of judges of High Courts and Apex Court are decided by a 
forum of the Chief Justice of India and the four senior-most judges of the Supreme Court.’ 
There is no mention of the Collegium either in the original Constitution of India or in 
successive amendments. 

  The recommendations of the Collegium are binding on the Central Government; if the 
Collegium sends the names of the judges/lawyers to the government for the second time. 
 

How Collegium System Works? 
 The Collegium sends the recommendations of the names of lawyers or judges to the Central 

Government. Similarly, the Central Government also sends some of its proposed names to 
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the Collegium. The Central Government does the fact checking and investigate the names 
and resends the file to the Collegium. 

 Collegium considers the names or suggestions made by the Central Government and resends 
the file to the government for final approval. If the Collegium resends the same name again 
then the government has to give its assent to the names. But time limit is not fixed to reply. 
This is the reason that appointment of judges takes a long time. 
 

Retired SC Justice MB Lokur appointed to Supreme Court of Fiji 

 Justice Madan Bhimrao Lokur, who retired as the senior-most judge of the Supreme Court in 

December 2018, has been appointed to the Supreme Court of Fiji’s non-resident panel for 

the duration of three years. 

 Justice Lokur received the appointment letter for the same on December 31, 2018, a day 

after he retired from the Supreme Court of India. Speaking on the same, Justice Lokur said 

that he was invited by the Chief Justice of Fiji to be part of the Fiji Supreme Court and he 

accepted the offer. 

Salient features : 

  The Supreme Court of Fiji consists of the Chief Justice, who is also the President of the 

Supreme Court, all Justices of Appeal who are also members of the Court of Appeal and 

others specifically appointed as Supreme Court judges. 

  The court has three sessions in one year and Justice Lokur would be attending the August 

session from August 15- 30, 2019. 

  Fiji has previously invited judges from other nations including Australia, New Zealand, Sri 

Lanka, Singapore, South Africa and Malaysia to be a part of its non-resident panel. 

About Justice MB Lokur: 

 An Honours graduate from Delhi University’s St. Stephen's College, Justice Lokur obtained 
his law degree from Faculty of Law, which is also a part of DU. 

  Justice Lokur was enrolled at the Bar in 1977 and practised in the Delhi High Court and the 
Supreme Court. 

 He was enrolled as Advocate-on-Record in the Supreme Court in 1981, after qualifying the 
required examination. 

 He continued to hold the post until he joined the Delhi High Court as an Additional Judge in 
February 1999. He was appointed as a permanent judge of the Delhi High Court in July 1999. 

 He also served as the Editor of Indian Law Review (Delhi Series) from February 1983. 

 Further, he functioned as the Acting Chief Justice of the Delhi High Court from February 
2010 to May 2010 before being appointed as the Chief Justice of Gauhati High Court and 
then the Andhra Pradesh High Court. 

 He was elevated as a Judge of the Supreme Court in June 2012. He retired as the senior-
most Supreme Court judge on December 30, 2018, after serving a term of more than 6 
years. 
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PCPNDT ACT 
 In a significant judgment, the Supreme Court has upheld provisions in the anti-pre-natal sex 

determination law which ‘criminalises’ non-maintenance of medical records by obstetricians 
and gynaecologists and suspend their medical licence indefinitely. 

 The court held that these provisions in the Pre-conception and Pre-natal Diagnostic 
Techniques (Prohibition of Sex Selection) Act of 1994 were necessary to prevent female 
foeticide in the country. 
 

What’s the issue? 
 The main purpose of the Act is to ban the use of sex selection and misuse of pre-natal 

diagnostic technique for sex selective abortions and to regulate such techniques. However, 
there are only 586 convictions out of 4202 cases registered even after 24 years of existence. 
It reflects the challenges being faced in implementing this social legislation. 

About PCPNDT Act: 
 The Pre-conception & Pre-natal Diagnostics Techniques (PC & PNDT) Act, 1994 was enacted 

in response to the decline in Sex ratio in India, which deteriorated from 972 in 1901 to 927 
in 1991.  

 The main purpose of enacting the act is to ban the use of sex selection techniques before or 
after conception and prevent the misuse of prenatal diagnostic technique for sex selective 
abortion. 

 Offences under this act include conducting or helping in the conduct of prenatal diagnostic 
technique in the unregistered units, sex selection on a man or woman, conducting PND test 
for any purpose other than the one mentioned in the act, sale, distribution, supply, renting 
etc. of any ultra sound machine or any other equipment capable of detecting sex of the 
foetus. 

 The act was amended in 2003 to improve the regulation of the technology used in sex 
selection. The Act was amended to bring the technique of pre conception sex selection and 
ultrasound technique within the ambit of the act. 

  The amendment also empowered the central supervisory board and state level 
supervisory board was constituted. In 1988, the State of Maharashtra became the first in 
the country to ban pre-natal sex determination through enacting the Maharashtra 
Regulation of Pre-natal Diagnostic Techniques Act. 
 

Main provisions in the act are: 
 The Act provides for the prohibition of sex selection, before or after conception. 

  It regulates the use of pre-natal diagnostic techniques, like ultrasound and amniocentesis by 
allowing them their use only to detect few cases. 

  No laboratory or centre or clinic will conduct any test including ultrasonography for the 
purpose of determining the sex of the foetus. 

  No person, including the one who is conducting the procedure as per the law, will 
communicate the sex of the foetus to the pregnant woman or her relatives by words, signs 
or any other method. 

  Any person who puts an advertisement for pre-natal and pre-conception sex determination 
facilities in the form of a notice, circular, label, wrapper or any document, or advertises 
through interior or other media in electronic or print form or engages in any visible 
representation made by means of hoarding, wall painting, signal, light, sound, smoke or gas, 
can be imprisoned for up to three years and fined Rs. 10,000. 

 The Act mandates compulsory registration of all diagnostic laboratories, all genetic 
counselling centres, genetic laboratories, genetic clinics and ultrasound clinics. 
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 Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques (Regulation and Prevention of Misuse) Act, 1994 (PNDT), 
was amended in 2003 to The Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques 
(Prohibition Of Sex Selection) Act (PCPNDT Act) to improve the regulation of the technology 
used in sex selection.  
 

 The Act was amended to bring the technique of pre conception sex selection and ultrasound 
technique within the ambit of the act. The amendment also empowered the central 
supervisory board and state level supervisory board was constituted. 
 

  In 1988, the State of Maharashtra became the first in the country to ban pre-natal sex 
determination through enacting the Maharashtra Regulation of Pre-natal Diagnostic 
Techniques Act. 
 

 

ELECTORAL BOND SCHEME- in NEWS: 
 The government has curtailed the time period for sale of electoral bonds by the SBI in the 

current month to only 5 days from May 6, instead of 10 days as was announced earlier. 

 State Bank of India (SBI) has been authorized to issue and encash Electoral Bonds through its 
29 Authorized Branches (as per list enclosed) in the month of May 2019. 
 

About Electoral bonds: 
 What are electoral bonds? Electoral bonds will allow donors to pay political parties using 

banks as an intermediary. 

 Key features: Although called a bond, the banking instrument resembling promissory notes 
will not carry any interest. The electoral bond, which will be a bearer instrument, will not 
carry the name of the payee and can be bought for any value, in multiples of Rs 1,000, Rs 
10,000, Rs 1 lakh, Rs 10 lakh or Rs 1 crore. 

 Eligibility: As per provisions of the Scheme, electoral bonds may be purchased by a citizen of 
India, or entities incorporated or established in India. A person being an individual can buy 
electoral bonds, either singly or jointly with other individuals. Only the registered Political 
Parties which have secured not less than one per cent of the votes polled in the last Lok 
Sabha elections or the State Legislative Assembly are eligible to receive the Electoral Bonds. 

  Need: The electoral bonds are aimed at rooting out the current system of largely 
anonymous cash donations made to political parties which lead to the generation of black 
money in the economy. 
 

How will the Bonds help? 
 The previous system of cash donations from anonymous sources is wholly non-transparent. 

The donor, the donee, the quantum of donations and the nature of expenditure are all 
undisclosed. 

 According to government the system of Bonds will encourage political donations of clean 
money from individuals, companies, HUF, religious groups, charities, etc. After purchasing 
the bonds, these entities can hand them to political parties of their choice, which must 
redeem them within the prescribed time. 

 Some element of transparency would be introduced in as much as all donors declare in their 
accounts the amount of bonds that they have purchased and all parties declare the 
quantum of bonds that they have received. 
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VOTER-VERIFIED PAPER AUDIT TRAIL (VVPAT)-in NEWS: 
 SC has dismissed Opposition plea to review order on VVPAT counting. 

 

What’s the issue? 

 The Supreme Court on May 7, 2019 rejected the review petition filed by 21 opposition 

parties seeking 50 percent verification of Voter Verified Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) during 

counting of votes in Lok Sabha Elections 2019. 

 21 Opposition parties had sought a review of Supreme Court verdict that increased counting 

of VVPAT slips to five random EVMs in each Assembly constituency. 

 The Opposition wanted to increase the number to at least 25%.  

 Petitioners pointed to large-scale tampering and selective malfunctioning of EVMs in the 

present Lok Sabha polls. 

 

Background: 
 Earlier, under the ECI guideline 16.6, only the VVPAT slips from one EVM in every Assembly 

segment/constituency was subjected to physical verification. 

 Earlier on April 8, 2019, the apex Court had directed the Election Commission of India (ECI) 

to increase the random checking of VVPAT slips from 1 EVM to 5 EVMs in each assembly of a 

parliamentary constituency during the ongoing Indian General Elections 2019.  

 However, the bench did not agree to the request of petitioners to match the VVPAT slips of 

50 percent EVMs as it would require huge manpower and is not feasible due to 

infrastructural difficulties. 

 
 

SC’s observations: 
 VVPAT verification of five EVMs, rather than in 125 polling booths, was far more “viable at 

this point of time” in the Lok Sabha poll season. Verification of five EVMs would not be a 
drain on the ECI’s infrastructural resources and manpower. 
 

What is VVPAT? 
 The Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) is a method of providing feedback to voters 

using a ballot less  voting system. 

  The VVPAT is an independent printer system attached with Electronic Voting Machine 
(EVM) that allows the voters to verify that their votes are cast as intended. It generates a 
paper slip every time a voter casts his vote, recording the party to whom the vote was 
made. The VVPAT slip is kept in a sealed cover. 

 VVPAT slip counting takes place in the VVPAT counting booths under the close monitoring of 
the returning officer and direct oversight of the observer. 
 
 

Significance and the need for VVPATs: 
 The VVPAT helps to detect potential election fraud or malfunction in the Electronic Voting 

Machine. It provides a means to audit the stored electronic results. It serves as an additional 
barrier to change or destroy votes. 

  The EVMs with VVPAT system ensure the accuracy of the voting system with fullest 
transparency and restores the confidence of the voters. 
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 EVMs and VVPATs also speed up the election process as counting votes on EVMs takes much 
lesser time than counting paper ballots. 

 
 

Relative of victim can lodge complaint of dowry harassment: SC 

 The Supreme Court of India in a landmark judgement on April 30, 2019, ruled that any 

relative of a woman, who is undergoing cruelty and dowry harassment by her husband or in 

laws, can file a complaint against them. 

 The judgement was delivered by a bench comprising SC Justices Ashok Bhushan and Justice 

KM Joseph. The bench stated that Section 498A of the Indian Penal Code, which deals with 

matrimonial cruelty against women, does not contemplate that complaint should be filed 

only by women, who is subjected to cruelty by husband or his relative. 

 

Section 498A of IPC: 

 The section 498A of the Indian Penal Code was passed by the Indian Parliament in 1983. It 

was introduced to protect married women from being subjected to matrimonial cruelty. 

 It is a criminal law that states that “Husband or relative of husband of a woman subjecting 

her to cruelty–Whoever, being the husband or the relative of the husband of a woman, 

subjects such woman to cruelty shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may 

extend to three years and shall also be liable to fine.” 

 

When is the section invoked?: 

 The section is invoked when a husband or in-laws indulge in cruelty on a woman or seek 

dowry. 

SC -The Judgement:  

 The bench observed that there is nothing in Section 498A, which may indicate that when a 

woman is subjected to cruelty, a complaint has to be filed necessarily by the women so 

subjected. 

 The bench noted that Section 498A of IPC indicates that the provision does not contemplate 

that complaint for an offence under Section 498A should be filed only by the woman, who is 

subjected to cruelty by husband or his relative. 

 Hence, the bench stated that it will have to take into consideration the complaint filed by 

relatives of the victim and cannot deem such complaints as not maintainable on this ground. 

Significance: 

 As per the order, any relative can lodge a complaint on behalf of the victim, which will be 

deemed to be maintainable. 

 The landmark judgement will help the women victims, who are unable to lodge a complaint 

against her husband and in-laws. 
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Kerala Assembly to digitise all records, to save Rs 35 crore annually: under 
e-Vidhan 
 

 Soon, the state Legislative Assembly will go completely paperless with the state 
government undertaking an initiative to digitise all records.  

 This is expected to save around `35 crore to `49 crore annually and time as the state has 
been spending around `40 crore for taking tonnes of paper printouts.   

 The first phase of the project is expected to be completed in 14 months.  

 The Kerala Legislative Assembly recently announced an initiative to digitize all its records 
and proceedings under its ambitious project called E-Vidhan which enables state legislature 
to go fully digital and completely paperless. 
 

Salient features : 
 Time: The first phase of digitization project is expected to be completed in next 14 months. 

But for functioning of library and all departments attached to Assembly to go completely 
paperless, it would take around two years. 

 Project Execution: Earlier, the state government sought Central governments aid to execute 
the project but it is now being executed by the state-owned fund. The mammoth work of 
digitizing has been awarded to Cyberpark, which is run by Ooralungal Labour Contract 
Cooperative Society. 

 Once the project is completed, all the Assembly proceedings like submission of notice by a 
member, question and answers, and all the other correspondence and business concerning 
the Assembly will go paperless. 

 Significance: The state Assembly handles hundreds of various Bills, notices and committee 
reports which demands massive paperwork. With this digitization project the assembly will 
completely get rid of paper in all its business transactions. 

 Benefits: It is expected that if Kerala Assembly shifts completely into e-space it will save time 
as well as printing costs of about Rs.35 crore to Rs.49 crore annually. 

About e-Vidhan 
 The e-Vidhan in State Legislatures and e-Sansad in Parliament are mission mode projects 

under Digital India. 

  The aim is to digitize and make their functioning paperless which means make both 
Parliament and state legislature documents, including speeches, committee reports, 
questions and debates available on internet. 

 This will make their functioning transparent, responsive, productive, more accountable and 
participative to public. 

 
 

FIRST IN WORLD, INDIA AND MAHARASHTRA 
 

Taiwan: First Asian country to Legalise Same-Sex Marriage 
 On May 17, 2019 in a landmark decision, Taiwan became the first country in Asia to legalise 

same-sex marriage thus giving gay couples the ‘Right to Marry’. 
 

Salient features : 
 About: The Taiwanese parliament took the historic step by passing a law in favour of same-

sex couples and allowing them to form ‘exclusive permanent unions’. 
 
 



CURRENT AFFAIRS MAY-2019                                 MPSC INTEGRATED BATCHES 2019-20 

 

THE UNIQUE AACDEMY (CHETAN PATIL)  Page 15 
 

Features: 
 The bill was passed on 17 May which is celebrated annually as the ‘International Day Against 

Homophobia, Transphobia and Biphobia’. 

 The law contains a clause that allows couples to apply for a ‘marriage registration’ with the 
government agencies. 

 It also offer few adoption rights to same-sex couples like allowing spouses to adopt 
biological children of their partner.  

 LGBTQ Rights: Taiwan has long been a hub for LGBT activism. Even its annual gay pride 
parade is the largest in the region. The Taiwanese LGBTQ community has now been 
campaigning for years to have similar and equal marriage rights as heterosexual couples. The 
move marks a huge victory for the community’s struggle and rights. 

 Significance: With even president of Taiwan, Tsai Ing-wen campaigning for a platform of 
marriage equality, and the historic judgement that followed, this places Taiwan at the 
vanguard of Asia’s rapidly growing gay rights movement. 

 Importance: It is a good start and major step towards true equality and ending 
discrimination based on sexual orientation. 
 

Geographical Facts: Taiwan 
 It is officially called as Republic of China (ROC) and is a self-governing island nation in East 

Asia. States Neighbouring Taiwan: The Philippines in south, People’s Republic of China (PRC) 
in West, Japan in northeast. 

 It is in western Pacific Ocean and lies about 160 km off the coast of southeastern China 
(SCS). 

 

 

IMPORTANT DAYS AND DATES 
 

World Press Freedom Day observed on 3 May 
 The World Press Freedom Day 2019 is observed on 3 May 2019. It is being jointly organized 

by UNESCO, African Union Commission and Government of Ethiopia. The year 2019 marks 
26th celebration of WPFD. 

 The main event is being held at African Union Headquarters at Addis Ababa. 
 

The World Press Freedom Day: 
 It is observed to raise awareness about importance of freedom of press and freedom of 

expression as fundamental human rights.  

 WPFD reminds governments of their obligation to respect and uphold right to freedom of 
expression defined under Article 19 of Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948. 

 It serves as an occasion to inform citizens of violations of press freedom - a reminder that in 
dozens of countries around the world, publications are censored, fined, suspended and 
closed down, while journalists, editors and publishers are harassed, attacked, detained and 
even murdered. 

 It is a date to encourage and develop initiatives in favour of press freedom, and to assess the 
state of press freedom worldwide. 

 Objective: It aims celebrating fundamental principles of press freedom, assessing state of 
press freedom worldwide, defending media against attacks on their independence, and to 
pay tribute to journalists who have lost their lives while doing their duty. 

 Theme for World Press Freedom Day 2019 was “Media for Democracy: Journalism and 
Elections in Times of Disinformation”.  
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 It examines current challenges faced by media at the time of elections, and media’s 
potential in supporting peace and reconciliation processes. 

Background 
 In December 1993 UN General Assembly (UNGA) following the recommendation of 

UNESCO’s General Conference proclaimed 3 May as World Press Freedom Day. Since then is 
celebrated worldwide every year. 

 ‘May 3’ was selected to commemorate adaptation of ‘The Windhoek Declaration’ (a draft by 
African journalists for development of a Free, Independent and African Pluralistic Press) on 3 
May 1991. 

 
RECENT  THEMES OF WORLD PREES DAY: 
 
 

YEAR COUNTRY THEME 
2016 Finland Helsinki "Access to Information and Fundamental Freedoms". 

2017 Indonesia Jakarta "Critical Minds for Critical Times: Media’s role in advancing 
peaceful, just and inclusive societies". 

2018 Ghana Accra "Keeping Power in Check: Media, Justice and the Rule of Law" 

2019 EthiopiaAddis 
Ababa 

"Media for Democracy: Journalism and Elections In Times of 
Disinformation” 

 
 

National Technology Day observed on May 11 
 National Technology Day was observed on May 11 across India. The day marks the 

anniversary of Pokhran Nuclear Tests (Operation Shakti) of 1998 and also India’s progress in 
field of science and technology. 

 The National Technology Day 2019 theme was “Science for People and People for Science”. 

 President and Prime Minister of India greeted the nation on the occasion and appreciated 
the scientists and engineers for their achievements and hard work in the field of science and 
technology for the country’s development. 

 

About National Technology Day: 
 The National Technology Day was coined by late Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee as 11 

May act as as a reminder of India’s technological advancements. 

 Background: On 11 May 1998, India successfully conducted Pokhran-II (code name-
Operation Shakti) in which it tested its Shakti-I nuclear missile at Indian Army’s Pokhran Test 
Range in Rajasthan. 

 This was the second nuclear test conducted by India after Pokhran I (code-named Operation 
Smiling Buddha) was conducted in May 1974. 

 Objective: National Technology Day highlights and celebrates groundbreaking achievements 
and valuable contribution of our scientists and engineers in field of science and technology. 
It also encourages youngsters towards science and technology field and embracing it as a 
career option. 

 Celebration: Every year the Technology Development Board of India (a statutory body) 
commemorates NTD by awarding individuals with National Award for their contribution to 
science and technology (S&T). Also, on the occasion of NTD engineering colleges across India 
conduct programmes to support scientific endeavours and promote interest amongst 
students. 
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How National Technology Day is Celebrated: 
 Every year the Ministry of Science and Technology celebrates National Technology Day on 

11th May.  

 The day is considered as a symbol of pursuit for technological creativity, scientific inquiry 
and the conversion of that pursuit in the integration of society, industry and science. 

 Various events are organized in technical institutions as well as engineering colleges to 
acknowledge this great occasion.  

 Presentations, interactive sessions, quizzes, lectures and competitions are also held. 
President of India presents National Technology Award to individuals as well as companies 
for their immense contribution to science. 

 

Themes of National Technology Day: 
 Theme of National Technology Day 2019 is “Science for People and People for Science”. 

 Theme of National Technology Day 2018 was “Science and Technology for a sustainable 
future.” 

  Theme of National Technology Day 2017 was “Technology for inclusive and sustainable 
growth”. 

 Theme of National Technology Day 2016 was ‘Technology enablers of Startup India’. 

 Theme of National Technology Day 2014 was ‘Inclusive Innovation for India’. 

 Theme of National Technology Day 2013 was “Innovation – making a difference”. 

 
 

WORLD MIGRATORY BIRD DAY (WMBD) 
 The World Migratory Bird Day (WMBD) 2019 is being observed on 11 May 2019. It helps to 

raise global awareness about threats faced by migratory birds, their ecological importance, 
and need for international cooperation to conserve them. 

 The first WMBD was celebrated in 2006. 

 Organized By: The Convention on Migratory Species (CMS), the African-Eurasian Waterbird 
Agreement (AEWA) together with Environment for the Americas (EFTA). 

  Theme: “Protect Birds: Be the Solution to Plastic Pollution!”. 
 

When is it celebrated?; 
 On 26 October 2017 in the margins of the CMS COP12 in Manila, Environment for the 

Americas (EFTA), the Convention on Migratory Species (CMS) and the Agreement on the 
Conservation of African-Eurasian Migratory Waterbirds (AEWA), announced an innovative 
partnership to increase awareness of the plight of migratory birds around the world. 

  The new partnership formally unites two of the world’s largest bird education campaigns, 
International Migratory Bird Day (IMBD) and World Migratory Bird Day (WMBD) in a bid to 
strengthen global recognition and appreciation of migratory birds and highlight the urgent 
need for their conservation. 

 Starting in 2018, the new joint campaign adopts the single name of “World Migratory Bird 
Day” and major events to celebrate the day will be organized twice a year, on the second 
Saturday in May and in October. 
 

About CMS: 

 In order to protect the migratory species throughout their range countries, a Convention on 
Conservation of Migratory Species (CMS), has been in force, under the aegis of United 
Nations Environment Programme. 

  Also referred to as the Bonn Convention, it provides a global platform for the conservation 
and sustainable use of migratory animals and their habitats and brings together the States 
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through which migratory animals pass, the Range States, and lays the legal foundation for 
internationally coordinated conservation measures throughout a migratory range. 

  Classification of species: Under this convention, migratory species threatened with 
extinction are listed on Appendix I and Parties strive towards strictly protecting these 
animals, conserving or restoring the places where they live, mitigating obstacles to 
migration and controlling other factors that might endanger them. 

 Migratory species that need or would significantly benefit from international co-operation 
are listed in Appendix II of the Convention. 

  CMS is the only global and UN-based intergovernmental organization established 
exclusively for conservation and management of terrestrial, aquatic and avian migratory 
species throughout their range. 
 

What are migratory species? Why protect them? 
 Migratory species are those animals that move from one habitat to another during different 

times of the year, due to various factors such as food, sunlight, temperature, climate, etc. 

  The movement between habitats, can sometimes exceed thousands of miles/kilometres for 
some migratory birds and mammals.  

 A migratory route can involve nesting and also requires the availability of habitats 
beforeand after each migration. 

 
 

17 May: World Telecommunication and Information Society Day observed 
 On 17 May, World Telecommunication and Information Society Day (WTISD) was celebrated 

throughout the world. The year 2019 marks the 50th anniversary of WTISD. 
 

About WTISD 
 Background: The World Telecommunication and Information Society Day was first observed 

on 17 May since 1969. The day marks the establishment of International Telecommunication 
Union (ITU) and also the signing of the first International Telegraph Convention in 1865 in 
Paris. Since 1969 it is being celebrated every year. 

 Objective: It seeks to help raise awareness about possibilities which can be brought to 
societies and economies with the use of Internet and other information and communication 
technologies (ICT).  

 It also promotes awareness about using ICT to explore ways to bridge digital divide. 
 

About WTISD 2019 
 This year’s theme was: ‘Bridging the standardization gap’. 2019 theme will allow 

International Telecommunication Union (ITU) Members and other stakeholders to focus on 
opportunities: 

 To promote implementation of international standards in developing countries. 

 To Increase participation of developing countries in ITU’s standards-making process. 

 To empower local experts in standardization process at national, regional and international 
levels. 

 

About ITU 
 ITU was established in 1865 and is headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland. 

 Function: It is the specialized agency of United Nations (UN) for issues concerning 
information and communication technologies (ICTs). The fundamental pillar of ITU’s mission 
is setting standards. 

 ITU standards also help accelerate ICTs for all Sustainable Development Goals (SDG). 
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 It is a member of United Nations Development Group (UNDP). 

 Members: 193 countries and about 800 sector members including academic institutions and 
private sector entities has membership of ITU. 

 India: Since 1869 India is an active member of ITU. It became a regular member of ITU 
Council in 1952. In November 2018, India was re-elected as a ITU Council’s Member for 
another 4-year term beginning 2019 to 2022. 

 

Recent Themes: 

 
Year Theme 

2014 Broadband for Sustainable Development 

2015 Telecommunications and ICTs: Drivers of innovation 

2016 ICT entrepreneurship for social impact 

2017 Big Data for Big Impact 

2018 Enabling the positive use of Artificial Intelligence for All 

2019 Bridging the standardization gap 

 

 
 

SPORTS AND AWARDS 
 

Apurvi Chandela becomes World Number One in women’s 10m Air Rifle 
 Indian shooting ace Apurvi Chandela attained world number one position in women’s 

10metres Air Rifle event.  

 Anjum Moudgil also now holds world number two rank in 10metres Air Rifle after winning 
her mixed team gold at ISSF World Cup in Beijing, China. 

 Apart from these two, Manu Bhaker  is the world No.10 in 25m Pistol Women category. 
 

Apurvi Singh Chandela: 
 She is an Indian sport shooter from Jaipur who competes in 10 metre air rifle event. 

 She is among five Indian shooters who have already secured 2020 Olympics quotas for India. 

 She held a world record score of 252.9 and clinched gold at International Shooting Sport 
Federation (ISSF) World Cup held at New Delhi in February 2019. 

 She was a gold medallist at 2014 Glasgow Commonwealth Game, UK and a bronze medal 
winner in next edition of Commonwealth at Gold Coast. 

 She won a bronze medal in 10m mixed rifle event, in 2018 Asian Games held at Indonesia. 
 

 
 
Ex ISRO Chairman awarded France's highest civilian honour: 

 Former ISRO chairman A S Kiran Kumar was on May 2, 2019 conferred with France's highest 
civilian honour, Chevalier de l'Ordre national de la Legion d'Honneur, for his contribution to 
India-France space cooperation. 

 Kumar was conferred with the prestigious honour by France’s Ambassador to India 
Alexandre Ziegler on behalf of the French President. 
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Objective:  

 The award aims to recognise A S Kiran Kumar's invaluable contribution to the development 

of India-France space cooperation. 

 

Significance: 
 During his whole career span at the Indian space agency, including when he was the 

Chairman, Kumar worked to foster ambitious space cooperation between India and France. 

 He directly contributed to making it cooperation of the people as well as one of the 
cornerstones of Indo-French strategic partnership. 

 

About AS Kiran Kumar: 
 

 A S Kiran Kumar served as the Chairman of the Indian Space Research Organisation from 
2015 to 2018. He was succeeded by K Sivan, the former Director of Vikram Sarabhai Space 
Center and Liquid Propulsion centre. 

 His space science career began when he joined the Space Applications Centre in Ahmedabad 
and began working on spaceborne Electro-optical imaging instruments. 

  He has represented the Indian Space Research Organisation at many international forums 
such as the World Meteorological Organisation and Indo-US Joint Working Group on Civil 
Space Cooperation.  

 He currently holds the Chair of the ISRO Committee on Earth Observation Satellites. 

 He is known to have made significant contributions to the Indian space programmes, 
starting from earlier projects like Bhaskara TV payload till the later programmes such as 
Chandrayaan-1 and Mangalyaan. 

 Kumar is credited with the design and development of the electro-optical image sensors 
used in India's first remote sensing satellite, Bhaskara, which was launched in 1979 and the 
subsequent one in 1981, as well as the ocean colour instruments used in weather 
forecasting, sea zone and landscape mapping and telecommunications. 

  He is also reported to have contributed to the design and development of the imaging 
instruments for projects such as INSAT–3D, Resourcesat, Micro Satellite and Cartosat. 

  The Terrain Mapping Camera and Hyperspectral Imager payloads of Chandrayaan-1 project 
is also credited to the efforts of Kiran Kumar. 

 

Awards : 
 Kumar has received many awards and honors recognising his contribution to the 

enhancement of space programmes starting with the Indian Society of Remote Sensing 
Award in 1994. 

 In 1998, he received the Vasvik award, followed by the Astronautical Society of India Award 
in 2001. 

 The Indian Space Research Organization honoured Kumar with the Individual Service award 
in 2006 and the Bhaskara Award of the Indian Society of Remote Sensing in 2007. 

  In 2014, he was awarded the Padma Shri, India's fourth highest civilian award, for his 
contributions to the fields of science and technology. 

  In 2017 he was awarded the Vijnan Ratna H K Firodia award for his direction of the Indian 
space programme in such areas as earth observations, communication, navigation and 
developed indigenous launch vehicles. 

 He has also been conferred with the fellowship by the National Academy of Engineers and is 
a corresponding member of the International Academy of Astronautics. 
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 Man Booker International Prize 2019 – ‘Celestial Bodies' 
 Jokha Alharthi, an author from Oman won the prestigious Man Booker International Prize for 

her Arabic novel “Celestial Bodies“. 

 With this, Alharthi became the first Arabic-language writer to win the prize and the first 
female writer from Oman to have her work translated into English.  

 Alharthi will split the prize money of 50,000 pound (USD 64,000) with her UK-based 
translator, Marilyn Booth. 

 Alharthi received the award from Historian Bettany Hughes, the chairwoman of the judging 
panel, at a ceremony at the Roundhouse, London. While presenting the award, Hughes 
mentioned that the novel wins “over the head and the heart in equal measure.” 

 Alharthi also won the ‘Best Omani Novel Award’ for Celestial Bodies in 2010.  
 

“Celestial Bodies”: 

 The “Celestial Bodies” novel is the story of three sisters Mayya, Asma, and Khawla. The 
novel, set in the Omani village of al-Awafi, confronts Oman’s history of slavery, which was 
abolished in the country only in 1970. 

 After suffering a heartbreak, Mayya marries into a rich family; Asma marries for duty; and 
Khawla is shown waiting for a man who has immigrated to Canada. 

 The novel was first published in 2010 as “Ladies of the Moon”. 

 

About Man Booker International Prize: 
 It is an international literary award sponsored by the ‘Man Group’, which is the same 

organisation that gives Man Booker Prize for fiction. It is counterpart to Man Booker Prize 
for English-language novels. 

 The Prize is open to books in any language that have been translated into English and is 
distributed in Britain. 

 The award was previously from 2005 until 2015 was bestowed every two years to a living 
author of any nationality for a body of work published in English or available in English 
translation. 

 The 2018 winner of the prestigious prize was novel ‘Flights’ by Polish author Olga Tokarczuk. 

 Criteria: It is an annual award, given for a single work of fiction in any language. It is open to 
books in any language that have been translated into English and published in the United 
Kingdom in the last year. 

 Cash prize: It carries a cash prize of 50,000 pounds (or US $64,000) for winning title, which is 
shared equally between author and translator. 

 
 
 

Mumbai Indians win Indian Premier League title 2019 
 Mumbai Indians won Indian Premier League title by defeating Chennai Super Kings (CSK) in 

final at Hyderabad by 1 run. 

 It was played on 12 May 2019 at the Rajiv Gandhi International Cricket Stadium, Hyderabad  
between  Chennai Super Kings and Mumbai Indians. 

 This was the second time that Hyderabad hosted the IPL final. 
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Features : 

 Mumbai Indians defeated Chennai Super Kings by only one run and won IPL 2019 title. This 
was Mumbai Indians 4th Indian Premier League (IPL) trophy and became first team to do so. 
 

IPL Awards 2019 
 David Warner of Sunrisers Hyderabad won Orange Cap for most runs. He scored 692 runs. 

 Imran Tahir of Chennai Super Kings (CSK) won Purple Cap for taking most wickets. He was 
the highest wicket-taker in tournament with 26 wickets. Tahir also became the oldest player 
to feature in an IPL final and is only 2nd spinner after Pragyan Ojha to win Purple Cap. 

 Andre Russell of Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR) was named Most Valuable Player. He scored 
510 runs, took 11 wickets and hit the most sixes in 2019 season. He also won the title of 
Super Striker of the Season for a strike rate of 204.81 

 Shubman Gill of KKR was named Emerging Player of the IPL Tournament. 

 Sunrisers Hyderabad bagged the Fairplay award of IPL 2019. 

 Hardik Pandya of Mumbai Indians (MI) won Fastest Fifty of Season. 

 Kieron Pollard of MI won Perfect Catch of the Season. 

 Rahul Chahar of MI was named Game Changer of the Season. 

 KL Rahul of Kings XI Punjab was named Stylish Player of the Season. 

 All the award winners were handed over a cheque of Rs 10 lakh each. 
 

About Indian Premier League (IPL): 
 It was founded by Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) in 2008. 

 It is a professional Twenty20 (i.e. T20 format) cricket league which is played every year in 
India during month of March or April and May. In total it has 48 match days and about 60 
matches. 

 It is contested by eight teams representing eight different cities in India. The participant 
players are from other countries as well. 

 This 2019 season was 12th edition of the IPL. 
 

 
 

 

SCI-TECH 
 
Varuna 2019: Indo-French joint navy exercise concludes in Goa: 

 The first part of 17th edition of bilateral exercise ‘Varuna’ 2019, is being conducted between 
Navies of India and France off the Goa coast from 1st to 10th May 2019. 
 

Varuna: Indo-French joint naval exercise 
 The joint naval exercise was first initiated in 1983 and was named as ‘Varuna’ in 2001. 

 The objective behind conducting joint operations is to develop interoperability between two 
navies and to foster mutual cooperation by learning from each other’s best practices. 

 The joint exercises are held either in the Indian Ocean or the Mediterranean sea aiming to 
improve coordination of the two navies on capabilities like cross-deck operations, 
replenishment-at-sea, minesweeping, anti-submarine warfare and information sharing. 

 It plays a vital part in Indo-French strategic partnership. 

 It underlines shared interests and commitment of both nations in promoting maritime 
security. 
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 It is in line with ‘Joint Strategic Vision of India-French Cooperation’ in Indian Ocean Region 
(IOR) signed by President Emmanuel Macron and Prime Minister Narendra Modi during his 
state visit to India in 2018. 
 

VARUNA 2019: 
 The year 2019 is 17th edition of exercise. It will be conducted in two phases, with first part 

of Varuna 19.1, conducted off the Goa coast from 1st to 10th May 19 and second part, 
Varuna 19.2, is scheduled to be held at end of May 2019 in Djibouti. 

 
 
 

INS Ranjit decommissioned: 
 

 The Indian Navy’s frontline missile destroyer INS Ranjit decommissioned after 36 years of 
service. 

 It was commisioned on September 15, 1983, with Captain Vishnu Bhagwat in command. The 
decommission ceremony will be held at Visakhapatnam’s naval dockyard on 6 May 2019. 

 The ship was commissioned in the fleet of Indian Navy on September 15, 1983.  

 On the other hand, INS Vikrant will be delivered to Indian Navy by 2021. 
 

About INS Ranjit: 
 It was third of five Kashin-class destroyers (a series of anti-aircraft guided missile destroyers) 

built by former USSR.  

 As of 2019, only one Kashin-class destroyers ship remains in service with Russian Navy, and 
five with Indian Navy as Rajput-class destroyers. It is first of five Rajput class destroyer to go 
out of service. 

 It was constructed with serial number ‘Yard 2203’ in 61 Communards shipyard in Nikolev 
town, in Ukraine. She was launched formally on 16 June 1979 and was given its Russian 
name “Lovkly” meaning “Agile”. 

 With a motto of ‘Sada Rane Jayate’ or ‘Ever Victorious in Battle’, INS Ranjit has been at 
forefront in keeping nation secure and deployed in a number of operations including IPKF 
(Indian Peace Keeping Force) operations and Operation Talwar (1999) during Kargil conflict. 

 In 2003-04 and 2009-10, the ship was awarded with the ‘Unit Citation’ in recognition of her 

service. 

 The ship has been manned by 27 commissions. The last commission took charge of the ship 

on June 6, 2017. 
 

 
IAF successfully test fires aerial version of BrahMos missile 

 The Indian Army’s Eastern Command Unit successfully test-fired a BrahMos supersonic 
cruise missile from Car Nicobar Islands on 22 May 2019. 

 
 

Salient features : 
 Background: On same day of BrahMos supersonic cruise missile test firing, Indian Air Force 

(IAF) had also successfully tested aerial launched version of the BrahMos missile from a 
Sukhoi-30 combat aircraft. 
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 Coordination: The test firing of BrahMos Supersonic Cruise Missile involved coordination 
between large number of agencies for successful and smooth conduct of firing. It was a 
cohesive effort of all three defence services India namely, Indian Army, Indian Navy and 
Indian Air Force (IAF). Thus the launch of BrahMos missile demonstrated high standards of 
Inter Service Synergy. 

 Significance: The combat missile was test fired on a specially designed target chosen at a 
range of 270 Kms. This precision hitting of target validated deep penetration capability of 
supersonic cruise missile and accurate engagement of targets in depth. 

 Importance: With its impeccable multi role and multi platform launch capabilities, BrahMos 
missile has now established itself as a major ‘Force Multiplier‘ in modern day battlefield thus 
furthering confidence amongst our troops 

 

About BrahMos Cruise Missile 
 It is a joint collaboration product of India and Russia. 

 It is 2.5 tonne air-to-surface cruise missile with range of around 300 km. 

 It will significantly enhance IAF’s combat capability. 

 It travels at a speed of Mach 2.8, (nearly three times that of sound). 
 
 

COMPREHENSIVE NUCLEAR TEST BAN TREATY- in NEWS: 
 The executive secretary of the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty Organization (CTBTO) has 

offered India an ‘Observer’ status and access to state-of-art International Monitoring System 
(IMS) data. 
 

Benefits of becoming an Observer: 
 India can benefit immensely from becoming a CTBTO Observer as the organisation setting 

has changed a lot over the years. India will have access to the data available which was 
traditionally not made available. 

 
 

Background: 
 Although more than 180 countries have signed the CTBT, and mostly ratified it, the treaty 

can only enter into force after it is ratified by eight countries with nuclear technology 
capacity, namely China, Egypt, India, Iran, Israel, North Korea, Pakistan and the United 
States. 
 

What is CTBT? 
 The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) is the Treaty banning all nuclear 

explosions – everywhere, by everyone. The Treaty was negotiated at the Conference on 
Disarmament in Geneva and adopted by the United Nations General Assembly. It opened for 
signature on 24 September 1996. 
 

Why is the CTBT so important? 
 The CTBT is the last barrier on the way to develop nuclear weapons. It curbs the 

development of new nuclear weapons and the improvement of existing nuclear weapon 
designs. When the Treaty enters into force it provides a legally binding norm against nuclear 
testing. The Treaty also helps prevent human suffering and environmental damages caused 
by nuclear testing. 
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India and the CTBT: 
 Since its inception, India has had a number of reservations about the CTBT. While it has 

stood by its demand for a nuclear weapons-free world, various principled, procedural, 
political, and security concerns have stood in the way of its support for the CTBT. 

 India’s principled opposition drew from its emphasis on universal and complete nuclear 
disarmament in a time-bound manner. 

  India has traditionally believed this to be the end goal with the test ban just being a path to 
get there. But it did not insist on a complete disarmament clause in 1994, acknowledging 
that it was a “complex issue.” 

 Another major concern was Article XIV, the entry-into-force (EIF) clause, which India 
considered a violation 

 of its right to voluntarily withhold participation in an international treaty. The treaty initially 
made ratification by states that were to be a part of the CTBT’s International Monitoring 
System (IMS) mandatory for the treaty’s EIF. 
 

Need of the hour: 
 CTBT has an essential role within the nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation regime. 

More than 20 years since its negotiation, the Treaty has yet to enter into force.  

 Every effort must be made to bring about the immediate entry into force of the 
Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty, CTBT.  

 The failure to bring the treaty into force prevents its full implementation and undermines its 
permanence in the international security architecture. 
 

ADITYA- L1 MISSION 
 The Indian Space Research Organization is planning to launch Aditya- L1 mission to study the 

sun early in 2020. 
 

About Aditya- L1 mission: 
 It is India’s first solar mission. 

 Objectives: It will study the sun’s outer most layers, the corona and the chromospheres and 
collect data about coronal mass ejection, which will also yield information for space weather 
prediction. 

  Significance of the mission: The data from Aditya mission will be immensely helpful in 
discriminating between different models for the origin of solar storms and also for 
constraining how the storms evolve and what path they take through the interplanetary 
space from the Sun to the Earth. 

 Position of the satellite: In order to get the best science from the sun, continuous viewing of 
the sun is preferred without any occultation/ eclipses and hence, Aditya- L1 satellite will be 
placed in the halo orbit around the Lagrangian point 1 (L1) of the sun-earth system. 
 

What are Lagrangian points and halo orbit? 

 Lagrangian points are the locations in space where the combined gravitational pull of two 
large masses roughly balance each other. Any small mass placed at that location will remain 
at constant distances relative to the large masses. 

  There are five such points in Sun-Earth system and they are denoted as L1, L2, L3, L4 and L5. 
A halo orbit is a periodic three-dimensional orbit near the L1, L2 or L3. 
 

Department of Biotechnology launched MANAV: Human Atlas Initiative 
 Department of Biotechnology (DBT) working under ministry of science and technology has 

recently launched human tissue mapping project called MANAV: Human Atlas Initiative. 
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  It has been launched to improve understanding on human physiology.   

 Objective of this initiative is to map every single tissue of human body to find out deepest 
information and roles of tissues and cells linked to a variety of ailments. 

 This project is funded by Department of Biotechnology (DBT) that would make a database 
network of all human body tissues. Those students part of this project will be trained and 
instructed with skills to perform annotation. 

 It is a project funded by DBT. 

  aims at creating a database network of all tissues in the human body from the available 
scientific literature. 

 

Objectives of MANAV project 

   Physiological and molecular mapping for better biological insight, 

   Develop disease models through predictive computing, 

   Major Objective of the initiative is to find out and capture human physiology in two stages 
– normal stage and disease stage, 

   At final stage, overall analysis and medicine discovery. 

Major Highlights 
 Department of Biotechnology has issued funds of Rs 13 cr to two institutions in Pune, Indian 

Institute of Science, Education and Research (IISER) and National Centre for Cell Science 
(NCCS). 

  Also, Persistent Systems has co-funded the project and is developing the platform, and has 
contributed Rs 7 crore.  

  Through physiological and molecular mapping this programme involve in getting better 
biological insights, develop disease models through predictive computing and have a holistic 
examination and at last drug discovery. 

Who can join MANAV project? 

 The project can be signed up by students who are in their final year of graduation and 
above.  

 Students of various streams like biochemistry, systems biologists, pharmacologists, zoology,, 
biotechnology, botany, microbiology, bioinformatics, health sciences, and data sciences can 
associate with this project.  

 Those students can also join who doesn’t have science background or not involved in active 
scientific research. 

Department of Biotechnology (DBT) 
 It is an Indian government department under the Ministry of Science and Technology. This 

department is responsible for administrating development and commercialisation in the 
field of modern biology and biotechnology in India.  

 It was set up in 1986. In December 2015, the Department of Biotechnology launched the 
National Biotechnology Development Strategy 2015–2020 programme.  

 The stated aim of the programme is to intensify research in the fields of vaccines, human 
genome, infectious and chronic diseases, crop science, animal agriculture and aqua culture, 
food and nutrition, environmental management and technologies for clean energy. 
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Why is MANAV important? 
 So far, researchers and students have had little or no expertise in reading scientific literature 

and develop or build further information on the same.  

 This platform will impart key skills to the student community to read classified scientific 
literature, in this case, on individual tissue-basis, and perform annotation and curation. 

  Since all the information generated will pass through multiple levels of reviews, it will be an 
Atlas or a reliable collection on human body tissues.  

 This collated data can be useful for both future researchers and parallelly, to the clinicians 
and drug developers, who finally handle human bodies in disease conditions. 

 

DRDO successfully test fires AKASH MK-1S missile 
 Akash MK1S is a surface to air missile which can be neutralize advanced aerial targets. It has 

strike range of 25km. 

 Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has successfully test fired AKASH-
MK-1S missile from ITR , Chandipur, Odhisa on May 25 and 27 2019. Akash MK 1S is an 
upgraded version of existing Akash missile with indigenous technology.  

 Akash MK-1S is a surface to air missile which can neutralize advanced aerial targets. The 
Akash weapon system has combination of both command guidance and active terminal 
seeker guidance. Seeker and guidance performance have been consistently established in 
both the missions.  

About AKASH-MK-1S: 

 This is surface to air anti-aircraft missile with a strike range of 25 km and capability to carry 
warhead of 60 kilogram. 

  It has a launch weight of 720 kg, a diameter of 35 cm and a length of 5.78 metres. 
  It can reach an altitude of 18 km and can be fired from both tracked and wheeled platforms. 
 The missile is guided by a phased array fire control radar called 'Rajendra' which is termed as 

Battery Level Radar (BLR) with a tracking range of about 60 km. 
 The Akash-MK-1S is capable of striking down enemy fighter jets and drones very effectively 

and accurately.  
 The Akash surface-to-air missile was designed to intercept enemy aircraft and missiles from 

a distance of 18 to 30 km. 
 

Features: 
 It is a supersonic surface to air missile with multi-target engagement capability. 

 Akash-1S is an upgrade version of existing Akash missile fitted with an indigenously 
developed seeker. 

 The new Akash weapon system has combination of both command guidance and active 
terminal seeker guidance. 

 Range: The missile has a range of about 25 km and altitude range of 18,000 metres (18km). 
It is capable of neutralizing advanced aerial targets and in striking down enemy fighter jets 
and drones effectively. 

 Missile system uses: high-energy solid propellant for booster and ramjet-rocket propulsion 
for sustainer phase thus is said to be highly mobile. 

 Variants: include Akash MK1, Akash-MK2. They have improved accuracy and higher ranges 
are under development by the DRDO. 
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ISRO to launch India's second lunar mission Chandrayaan 2 on July 15 

 The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) announced that India’s second lunar mission 
Chandrayaan-2 is scheduled to be launched between July 9 and 16 2019.  

 The Chandrayaan-2’s lander will touch down near Moon’s south pole on 6th September 
2019. 

 Chandrayaan-2 comes 10 years after ISRO launched its first lunar mission, Chandrayaan-1, in 
2009. The mission included a lunar orbiter and an impactor but didn't include a rover like 
Chandrayaan-2.  
 

About Chandrayan-2 
 It is India’s second lunar mission. It would be launched using India’s most powerful rocket 

GSLV MK-III from Satish Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota in Andhra Pradesh. 

 Mission Objective: Its payloads will collect scientific information on lunar (moon) 
topography, mineralogy, elemental abundance, lunar exosphere and signatures of hydroxyl 
and water-ice. 

 It has three modules (a detachable self-contained unit of a spacecraft) namely namely 
Orbiter, Lander named Vikram and Rover named Pragyan. 

 The Orbiter and Lander modules will be put together as an integrated module and 
accommodated inside GSLV MK-III a three stage launch vehicle equipped to lift heaviest 
satellites into orbit. The Rover is enclosed inside the Lander.  

 Once spacecraft is launched into earth bound orbit by GSLV MK-III, the integrated module 
will reach Moon orbit using Orbiter propulsion module.  

 Then, the Vikram Lander would separate from the Orbiter and will make soft landing at a 
predetermined site close to lunar South Pole.  

 The wheeled Pragyan Rover will roll out for carrying out scientific experiments on lunar 
surface. Instruments are mounted on Lander and Orbiter for carrying out scientific 
experiments. The data collected by them would be relayed to earth. 

 

Importance 
 Chandrayan-2 mission would land on southern pole of the moon, which is still unexplored by 

any of the countries. Therefore landing of spacecraft near lunar’s south pole would be 
historically significant as it would give ISRO opportunity to name that site on the moon. 

 All the three modules namely Orbiter, Lander (Vikram) & Rover (Pragyan) are developed by 
India. Unlike Chandrayan-1 (India’s first lunar mission) launched using PSLV rocket and which 
involved only orbiting the moon, Chandryaan 2 would attempt a soft landing close to lunar 
south pole. 

 

Other Indian Crucial Space Mission 
 Chandrayaan-1: It was India’s first lunar probe mission launched by ISRO in October 2008 

and operated until August 2009. 

 Mangalyaan: Also known as The Mars Orbiter Mission (MOM) is a space probe orbiting Mars 
since September 24, 2014. 

 Chandrayaan-2: Is mission to land a rover on the moon, it was delayed by over a year. 
Aditya-L1: Mission is to the study and observation of sun’s properties.  

 Gaganyaan: India’s manned space mission by 2022. 
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India successfully test fires air- launched version of Brahmos from Sukhoi 
fighter jet 

 The Indian Air Force (IAF) successfully fired aerial version of supersonic BrahMos cruise 
missile from a Su-30 MKI fighter aircraft. 

 The launch from the Sukhoi fighter jet aircraft was smooth and the missile followed the 
desired trajectory before directly hitting the land target. 
 

Salient features :  
 About: The IAF successfully fired BrahMos Air Launched Missile from its frontline Su-30 MKI 

fighter aircraft. 

 Background: Earlier on 22 November 2017, the IAF became World’s first Air Force to 
successfully fire an air launched 2.8 Mach surface attack missile of this category on a sea 
target. Since then this was the second such live launch of weapon. 

 Result: The launch from Su-30 MKI aircraft was smooth and missile followed desired 
calculated trajectory before directly hitting land target. 

 Safety: The firing was successfully undertaken with dedicated support from Indian Navy 
which ensured that large number of monitoring ship are available for ensuring range safety 
clearance. 

 Significance: The capability of BrahMos missile coupled with superlative performance of Su-
30MKI aircraft gives IAF its desired strategic reach. 

 Complex Process: The integration of missile weapon on aircraft was a very complex process 
which involved electrical, mechanical and software modifications on aircraft. The IAF 
engineers undertook software development of aircraft and Hindustan Aeronautics Limited 
(HAL) carried out mechanical and electrical modifications on aircraft. 

 Others involved: The dedicated and synergetic efforts of IAF, Defence Research and 
Development Organisation (DRDO), Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) and BrahMos 
Aerospace Pvt. Ltd. (BAPL) proved the nation’s capability of undertaking such complex 
integrations. 
 

About BrahMos Air Launched Missile: 
 It is a 2.5 ton supersonic air to surface cruise missile. It range is close to 300 km, and is 

designed and developed by BrahMos Aerospace Pvt. Ltd. (BAPL). 

 The BrahMos missile provides IAF a much desired capability of striking on any target at sea 
or on land from large stand-off ranges with pinpoint accuracy by day or night and that too in 
all weather conditions. 

 

Indian Navy successfully test-fires MRSAM missile  

 Indian Navy successfully conducted test firing of Medium Range Surface to Air Missile 
(MRSAM) on the Western Seaboard. 

 The Indian Navy has successfully test-fired a Medium Range Surface to Air Missile (MRSAM), 
achieving a significant milestone to enhance its anti-air warfare capability, the defence 
ministry . 

Salient features : 
 About: The Indian Navy undertook its maiden cooperative engagement firing of Medium 

Range Surface to Air Missile (MRSAM) and has achieved a significant milestone in enhancing 
its Anti Air Warfare Capability. 
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 These Surface to Air Missiles are for now fitted onboard Kolkata Class Destroyers (comprised 
of INS Kolkata, INS Kochi and INS Chennai) and in future would be fitted on all major 
warships of the Indian Navy. 

 Undertaken by: The firing trial was carried out jointly by the Indian Navy, Israel Aerospace 
Industries and Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO). 

 Undertaken on: The firing was undertaken on Western Seaboard by Indian Naval Ships (INS) 
Kochi and INS Chennai in which the missiles of both ships were controlled by one ship to 
obstruct different aerial targets at extended ranges. 

 Significance: By proving this cooperative mode of engagement and successful conduct of 
test, Indian Navy has now become a part of a select group of Navies that have this niche 
capability. This capability further enhances combat effectiveness of Indian Navy thus 
providing an operational edge over potential adversaries. 
 

About MRSAM: 
 It is Medium Range Surface to Air Missile which i.e. it is capable of engaging multiple aerial 

targets at range of more than 50 km. 

 It is manufactured by Bharat Dynamics Limited, India. 

 It is jointly developed by DRDL Hyderabad (a DRDO Lab), in collaboration with Israel 
Aerospace Industries. 

 It is designed to provide Indian defence force with air defensive capability against a variety 
of aerial threats at medium ranges. 

 

Indian army, Navy and the Air force hold a joint exercise “Bull Strike”in 
Andaman and Nicobar. 

 All Indian armed  forces comprising  Indian army,Indian Navy and Indian Air Force hold joint 

exercise Bull Strike at Teressa island in Andaman and Nicobar. 

  The objective is to enhance their co-ordination in dealing with major security challenges 

which are currently facing the country  and also to showcase  joint operation  capability of 

the three forces. 

 The military drill, called Exercise Bullstrike, was conducted to showcase joint operations 

capability of the armed forces. During the exercise, the army personnel got the chance to 

display their prowess by undertaking company level airborne operation at Teressa island. 

 170 troops from three services carried out para drop operations in a Combat Free Fall and 

Static Line mode. The Indian Army also shared a video of its personnel skydiving by jumping 

out of IAF aircraft and subsequently landing on the ground, surrounded by clear blue water. 

 Notably, in December last year, the Indian Air Force's Wing Commander Gajanand Yadava 

had created a record by jumping from an with twin flags measuring 30x20 feet each in Agra, 

Uttar Pradesh. Wing Commander Yadava belongs to the IAF's skydiving team 'Akashganga'. 

He had undertaken the jump from an AN-32 aircraft over Malpura Drop Zone in Agra. The 

jump was executed from an altitude of 12,000 feet above the ground on December 12, 2008. 

 Meanwhile, US chief of Naval Operations Admiral John Michael Richardson held meetings 

with top Indian military leadership to strengthen bilateral military ties. He held discussions 

with Admiral Sunil Lanba, Chairman of COSC and Chief of the Naval Staff and Chief of Air 

Staff Air Chief Marshal BS Dhanoa. 

 Indian Navy and US Navy regularly participate in maritime exercises such as MALABAR and 

RIMPAC and have regular interactions at bilateral and multilateral forums. India and US ties 
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have seen significant development in the recent years and India was accorded major 

defense partner status by the US in 2016. 

 
 

DRDO successfully conducts Flight Test of ABHYAS 
 The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO, an agency under Ministry of 

Defence) conducted successful flight test of ‘ABHYAS’, a High-speed Expendable Aerial 
Target (HEAT). The test was conducted from Interim Test Range (ITR), at Balasore in 
Chandipur, Odisha. 

Salient features : 
 The trial flight test was tracked by various Radars & Electro Optic Systems. 

 Results: Test proved its performance in fully autonomous waypoint (means a series of 
unique abstract GPS points that create artificial airways) navigation mode. The system 
performance was as per the simulations carried out. 

 Importance: the test demonstrated the capability of ABHYAS to meet requirement of 
mission for a cost effective High-speed Expendable Aerial Target (HEAT). 
 

About ABHYAS: 
 It a high-speed expendable aerial target (HEAT), which offers a realistic threat scenario for 

practice of weapon systems. It is designed for autonomous flying (with help of an autopilot). 
 

Features: 
 Configuration: It is designed on an in-line small gas turbine engine. For its guidance and 

navigation it uses indigenously developed Micro-Electro-Mechanical Systems (MEMS) based 
navigation system. 

 It has a Luneburg lens (a spherically symmetric gradient-index lens) in the nose cone which 
improves the radar cross-section of target for weapons practice. 

 It has an Acoustic Miss Distance Indicator (AMDI, a multi-role scoring system for gunnery 
training and weapons assessment) to indicate the distance it missed. 

 

Indian Coast Guard Ship (ICGS) Vigraha decommissioned 
 

 17 May 2019 Current Affairs: The Indian Coast Guard ship (ICGS) Vigraha was 
decommissioned at Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh. 

 The decommissioning ceremony was attended by eight former Commanding Officers who 
had been at the helm of the ship, along with former and the present crew. 

 The Indian Coast Guard ship (ICGS) Vigraha was decommissioned at Visakhapatnam, Andhra 
Pradesh. 

 The decommissioning ceremony was attended by eight former Commanding Officers who 
had been at the helm of the ship, along with former and the present crew. 
 

About ICGS Vigraha: 
 It is a frontline offshore patrol vessel (OPV).  

 It was commissioned into service on April 12, 1990.  

 It has played an instrumental role in protecting east coast of India for 29 years of service 
from 1990 to 2019.  

 Builder: It was the seventh OPV built by Mazagon Dock. 
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  It was the seventh OPV built by Mazagaon Dock Ltd, Mumbai. It was first of its class among 
other OPVs of third series.  

 It was later based at Visakhapatnam and since then it had been instrumental in protecting 
east coast in general and Andhra Pradesh coast in particular. 

 It played an important role in execution of assigned missions in seafronts of Coast Guard 
Regions where ever it was based like of Mumbai in West, Porbandar in North West and 
Visakhapatnam in East. 

 It was first of its class among other OPVs of third series.  

 It was also leased to Sri Lankan Navy on a dry lease from August 2008 to January 2011.  

 Later, it was re-inducted into Indian Coast Guard (IGC) in January 2019 after which it was 
continuously based at Visakhapatnam.  

 Participated: In major coast guard operations involved humanitarian assistance and disaster 
relief, pollution response, anti-poaching, repatriation, joint exercises and search and rescue. 
  

 
 
 
17 LOK SABHA -RESULT STATUS FOR 542 OUT OF 542 CONSTITUENCIES: 

 

PARTY                                                                                                 WON  SEATS 

Aam Aadmi Party 1 

AJSU Party 1 

All India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam 1 

All India Majlis-E-Ittehadul Muslimeen 2 

All India Trinamool Congress 22 

All India United Democratic Front 1 

Bahujan Samaj Party 10 

Bharatiya Janata Party 303 

Biju Janata Dal 12 

Communist Party of India 2 

Communist Party of India (Marxist) 3 

Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam 23 

Indian National Congress 52 

Indian Union Muslim League 3 

Jammu & Kashmir National Conference 3 

Janata Dal (Secular) 1 

Janata Dal (United) 16 

Jharkhand Mukti Morcha 1 

Kerala Congress (M) 1 

Lok Jan Shakti Party 6 

Mizo National Front 1 

Naga Peoples Front 1 

National People's Party 1 

Nationalist Congress Party 5 

Nationalist Democratic Progressive Party 1 

Revolutionary Socialist Party 1 

Samajwadi Party 5 
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Shiromani Akali Dal 2 

Shivsena 18 

Sikkim Krantikari Morcha 1 

Telangana Rashtra Samithi 9 

Telugu Desam 3 

Yuvajana Sramika Rythu Congress Party 22 

Other  8 

Total 55555424254242542 
 

 

 

MAHARASHTRA RESULT STATUS OF 48 CONSTITUENCIES: 

PARTY WON 

All India Majlis-E-Ittehadul Muslimeen 1 

Bharatiya Janata Party 23 

Independent 1 

Indian National Congress 1 

Nationalist Congress Party 4 

Shivsena 18 

Total 48 
 

Party wise vote share: MAHARASHTRA 

PARTY PERCENTAGE PARTY PERCENTAGE 

AIMIM 0.72% IUML 0.02% 

BJP 27.59% NCP 15.52% 

BSP 0.86% NOTA 0.90% 

CPI 0.07% SHS 23.29% 

CPM 0.20% SP 0.02% 

INC 16.27% OTHERS 14.55% 
 

BOOKS 
Coffee table book on Architecture and landscape of Rastrapati Bhawan  
presented  to UAE  minister of tolerance. 

 Ambassador Navdeep  Suri presented UAE Minister of Tolerance Sheikh Nahayan Mubarak 

Al Nahayan with the Coffee Table book on Architecture & Landscape of Rashtrapati 

Bhawan. 

 The book, titled Work of Beauty: Architecture and Landscape of Rashtrapati Bhawan 

published by Publications Division, Ministry of Information and Broadcasting. 

 The official residence of President of India in the Book has been beautifully captured in lens 

by celebrated photographer Ram Rahman and edited by renowned historian Narayani 

Gupta. 
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 The architecture of Rashtrapati Bhavan is an interesting example of Imperial architecture 

designed during a period of growing anti colonial feeling. It is an awe-inspiring structure, a 

stolid symbol of British imperialism (interestingly, its façade is the same length— 630 ft—as 

that of Buckingham Palace). 

 It was commissioned by President’s Secretariat and Indira Gandhi National Centre for the 

Arts (IGNCA), Ministry of Culture, Government of India. 

 UAE Minister visited the India Pavilion of the ongoing Abu Dhabi International Book Fair 

2019. 

 

Shahid Afridi  co-authored his autobiography  titled ,’GAME CHANGER’ with 
journalist Wajahat S khan: 

 Shahid Afridi, former captain of the ‘Pakistan national cricket team’ wrote his 

autobiography titled, ‘Game Changer’ will unveil answers to the much-contemplated 

questions about him. 

 Afridi is popularly known as ‘Boom Boom’ and holds the world record for the fastest ODI 

(One Day International) century in 37 deliveries. 

He also holds the distinction of having hit the most number of sixes in the history of ODI 

cricket. 

 The book has been co-authored by Afridi and journalist Wajahat S Khan. 

Game Changer’, among the other revelations, unveils the fact as to how the cricketer’s 

hobby of swinging the bat eventually turned out to become his career. 

 The book has been published by Harpers Collins India  .The book has been co-authored by 

Afridi and journalist wajahat s khan. 
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2019: LOK SABHA ELECTONS RESULT FACTS: 

 

CHIEF ELECTION COMMISSIONER SUNIL ARORA 

ELECTION SCHEDULED IN PHASES (INDIA) 7 

ELECTION SCHEDULED IN PHASES 
(MAHARASHTRA) 

4 

DATE OF RESULT 23-05-2019 

TOTAL SEATS OF LS 543 

ELECTION HELD FOR SEATS 542 

MAHARASHTRA TOTAL SEATS OF ELECTION 48 

MAHARASHTRA RESERVED CONSTITUENCY 
SEATS FOR SC -5 

AMARAWATI,RAMTEK,SHIROLI,LATUR,SOLAPUR 

MAHARASHTRA RESERVED CONSTITUENCY 
SEATS FOR ST-4 

NANDURBAR, CHIMUR, DINDORI, PALGHAR. 

17th L.S. – TOTAL FEMALE MP’s 78 

17th L.S – TOTAL FEMALE MP’s IN % 14.6% 

OUT OF 78- MAHARASHTRA’s FEMALEMP’s 8 

8 FEMALE MP’s OF MAHARASHTRA SUPRIYA SULE,RAKSHA KHADSE,PRITAM MUNDE, 
POONAM MAHAJAN, HEENA GAWIT,BHAWNA 
GAWLI, BHARATI PAWAR, NAVNEET RANA 

HIGHEST VOTES VICTORY MARGIN C.R.PATIL 

C.R.PATIL’s CONSTITUENCY NAVSARI (GUJRAT) 

C.R.PATIL WON BY TOTAL VOTES 6,89,688 

LOWEST (NARROW) VICTORY MARGIN B.P.SAROJ 
B.P.SAROJ’s CONSTITUENCY MACHHISHAHR (UTTAR PRADESH) 

B.P.SAROJ WON BY TOTAL VOTES 181 

MAHARASHTRA -HIGHEST VOTES VICTORY 
MARGIN 

GOPAL SHETTY 

GOPAL SHETTY’s CONSTITUENCY NORTH MUMBAI 

GOPAL SHETTY WON BY TOTAL VOTES 4,64,599 

MAHARASHTRA- NARROW MARGIN VOTES IMITIAZ JALEEL 

IMITIAZ JALEEL WON BY TOTAL VOTES 4492 

YOUNGEST MP’s OF NEW OFFICE CHANDRENI MURMU 

AGE OF YOUNGEST MP’s 25yrs 11month 

YOUNGEST MP’s OF MAHARASHTRA SHRIKANT SHINDE 

AGE OF YOUNGEST MP’s OF MAHARASHTRA 32yrs 

16th LOK SABHA INDIA’s BRAND AMBASSADOR SHYAM SARAN NEGI 

GOODWILL AMBASSADOR OF ELECTION 
COMMISSION IN MAHARASHTRA 

TRANSGENDER- GAURI SAWANT 

HIGHEST USE OF NOTA BIHAR 

 

 


	What is a climate emergency?:
	Plastic Waste included in Basel Convention
	Asian Development Bank to provide huge loan to India for railway track electrification project
	Konkan Railways signs agreement with Nepal
	Bajirao, last captive white tiger at Mumbai’s national park, dies at 18
	GSI Report: Arunachal Has Highest 35% of India’s Graphite Deposits
	Kerala Assembly to digitise all records, to save Rs 35 crore annually: under e-Vidhan
	Ex ISRO Chairman awarded France's highest civilian honour:
	 Former ISRO chairman A S Kiran Kumar was on May 2, 2019 conferred with France's highest civilian honour, Chevalier de l'Ordre national de la Legion d'Honneur, for his contribution to India-France space cooperation.
	 Kumar was conferred with the prestigious honour by France’s Ambassador to India Alexandre Ziegler on behalf of the French President.
	Man Booker International Prize 2019 – ‘Celestial Bodies'
	INS Ranjit decommissioned:
	DRDO successfully test fires AKASH MK-1S missile
	 Akash MK1S is a surface to air missile which can be neutralize advanced aerial targets. It has strike range of 25km.
	 Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has successfully test fired AKASH-MK-1S missile from ITR , Chandipur, Odhisa on May 25 and 27 2019. Akash MK 1S is an upgraded version of existing Akash missile with indigenous technology.
	 Akash MK-1S is a surface to air missile which can neutralize advanced aerial targets. The Akash weapon system has combination of both command guidance and active terminal seeker guidance. Seeker and guidance performance have been consistently establ...
	ISRO to launch India's second lunar mission Chandrayaan 2 on July 15

